
A pri l 8 , 198 6 LB 1255

SENATOR McFARLAND: I wanted to disclose that in reviewing
LB 1255 there is a claim number 10 for $13,695. The attorney
listed is Steve Burns at 605 South 14th Street here in L incoln .
Steve Burns is a law office colleague of mine. This c a se, t he
Drinkwine case, was handled by my law office colleague, Beverly
Grenier and St eve Bur n s , and I w anted, for the record, to
disclose a potential conflict of interest and indicate that I
would no t b e v ot i ng o n t h i s b i l l .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Al l r i gh t .

SENATOR McFARLAND: T h an k y o u , Mr . Speaker.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Y o u be t . Senator H a berman.

SENATOR HABERMAN: Mr. P resident,members of the body, if you
have th e b i l l i n f r ont o f you , p l ea s e l ook o n p ag e 5 , r equ e s t
number 144, made by the Department of Public Institutions. It
is for $198,000. Now upon talking to Senator Barrett about this
he informed me that this is a write-off. I asked, what d o you
mean, a wr'.te-off. A»d S enator Barrett explained to me that
they are balls that are uncollectible. Senator Barrett further
conformed me that this usually happens every y e ar . So I am g oi n g
to raise the point, fellow members, t hat I wou l d l i k e t o r equ e s t
Senator Barrett's committee to ask some questions and t o
investigate 3ust exactly what do we mean w h e n we say w e a r e
writing off $1 98,000 xn unco l l ec t i b l e b i l l s t hat a r e wr o t e t o
the state. Now if o u will notice, tnese ot h er s ar e a l so , I
b el i e v e , un co l l ec t i b l e . Now thxs $198,000 is merely, in my
opinion, a loss to the state. When a department loses 198,000
we have t o ma k e it up somewhere. So, with those remarks, I
would like to request that Senator Barrett's commit te e l oo k i nt o
the situation, ask questions, get some answers a s t o why t he y
are uncollectible, what thxs amounts to over the last three or
four years, and see if we don't have to change the system some
way not to put up with this typeof uncollectible bills in a
state agency. Thank you, Mr. President.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Th a n k y ou . Senator Bar r et t .

SENATOR BARRETT: Thank you, Mr. President. Yes, i n r esp o nse t o
S enator H aberman' s c o n c e r n , these are in fa c t un collectible.
This i s a p r ocedu r e w hich w e g o t h r o u g h e v er y y e a r . I t i s
standard accounting procedure, be it private industry, be it
S tate o f Ne b r a s k a . T he agenc ie s i nvo l v e d h e r e request the State
Claims Board for per mission to write-off these accounts . Th e
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